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1. The fundamental reason for the persistent rejection by the Chinese Communists and
Soviets of the principle of non-forcible repatriation of Korean war prisoners lies "
in the threat to the military might of the whole Communist bloc., Communist troops |
have continued to fight in Korea and Indochina because they anticipate only victory
or death in retreat, but if these troops should discover an escape through voluntary
surrender such as that provided by non-forcible repatriation, they would prefer
surrendering to UN forces. Such repatriation would destroy the morale of the vast
military organizations in all Communist countries.

2, If the Chinese gave encouragement at all to the Indian proposal, it was to allow
India to crystallize the issue in the UN so that hope for a truce settlement with
the American idea of repatriation could then be destroyed.

3. For strategic reasons CHOU En-lai or Vyshinsky could not mention this fundamental
apprehension although it was common knowledge among government and party circles
in China. Most Chinese leaders believe that American insistence on non-forcible
repatriation was planned by the strategists in the State Department in order to
deal a death blow to Communist military power.

L. The Chinese are convinced that the UN will finally accept the Communist demand to
exchange prisoners according to international law, rather than send additional men
and supplies to intensify the fighting in Korea. They expect the Republican admin-

s istration to allow only intensified bombing operations in Korea. The Chinese rule
out the possibility of extended bombing and blockade operaticns in China, for that
would surely induce the U3SR's participation in the war. If more Korean and
Taiwan troops are brought into the fight, China can counter with an equal number
of trained men. )
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